


The Mayflower 400 opportunity 

• 2020 is the 400th anniversary of a voyage that shaped the world, a seminal journey and 
symbolic moment in the shared history of Britain and the USA 

 

• The Mayflower story is about issues of tolerance and religious freedom, migration, self-
determination and democracy 

 

• Setting out as families and settlers to the Americas in 1620 could be equated to a journey to 
colonise space, a combination of enterprise and business ambition 
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Plymouth specific aims 

Plymouth perception:  
• To showcase Plymouth internationally, nationally and locally to drive visibility and engagement with 

the Plymouth city brand 

Residents engagement:  
• To increase pride and aspiration in Plymouth through the Mayflower 400 programme locally and 

internationally to make 2020 ‘our year’ for Plymouth 

Physical space & experience:  
• To catalyse improvement in the space & experience of Plymouth and the necessary infrastructure to 

host visitors 

Improved offer, service & welcome:  
• To increase the offer, service and welcome to visitors, and increase the number of national and 

international visitors through 2020 and afterwards 
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• £39m Project  

• The BOX will put heritage and art at the heart of the city 

• Transforming the current museum and art gallery 

• Target 300,000 visitors pa 

• Unique cultural attraction highlighting Plymouth and its place in the World 

• Cutting edge galleries and high profile exhibitions 

• At the forefront of contemporary visual arts  

• Opening Spring 2020 

Infrastructure Projects in Plymouth leading up to 2020 –  
The BOX, Plymouth 







A Cascade of Local Engagement 
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Education with schools 

• First version of curriculum tools are available – update 
being developed from wider consultation 

• Initially targeting KS 2 and 3, tools provide learning 
opportunities for schools nationally 

• Teacher exchange ongoing 

 

By 2020, Mayflower education programme will achieve: 

• Student contact: 39,000 in the Plymouth area, 5 million 
nationally.  

• Mayflower and associated resources embedded into the 
school curriculum  

• International teacher network established as ongoing 
partnership 
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Other areas of progress 
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Government engagement 
• Ministerial support from DIT and DDCMS 

• Officers now creating their departmental plans 
• Engagement of State and Federal Senators for Massachusetts 
 
Sponsorship 
• Fund raising organisation selected and briefed 
• Sponsorship packages coming soon! 
 
Cultural programme 
• ACE commitment through NPO, £16m over next 5 years 
• 3 priority national programmes agreed, and funding applications being submitted 

• Illuminate 
• ‘Mayflower Encounters’ - artists commissioning programme 
• Artist Makers 

• Cultural Fund opened for EOIs 
• Community Fund announced 
 
Sports 
• Plymouth Argyle Community Trust appointed to coordinate Mayflower sports programme across sports 
• Programme will divide into Signature, High Profile, and Community Engagement 

 



How Plymouth can get involved 
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Meet with similar groups/organisations/business to hear more and make plans 
• Events detailed at mayflower400uk.org/explore/getonboard 
• Follow on social media 

 
Individuals or Groups 
• ‘Join the programme’ 
• Volunteer 
• Community Fund 
• Cultural Fund 
• Attend early events, eg Illuminate 2017 

 
Businesses 
• Develop Product, Positioning or Partnership 
• ‘Join the programme’ with an event or programme 
• ‘Make a Difference’ volunteering 
• Sponsor an event or programme 
• Join ‘Founders Club’ 
• Support familiarisation trips, and become a ‘Friend of Mayflower’ 




